8S8        AFGHANISTAN,  SOUTH  AFRICA,  IRELAND       [mr>-
The news of the conclusion of peace was received with much
satisfaction in England, and the Government congratulated itself and
the country on the attainment of a scientific frontier. Lord Lawrence's
warnings were ignored ; the advocates of the " forward "' policy
triumphed ; the Indian frontier was to rest not upon the Indus, but
upon the command of the passes. One of the great soldiers who had
made the war had forebodings about the peace. General Roberts
thought that u peace had been signed too quickly," and that it
ought to have been dictated m Kabul1
Murder of The forebodings were only too sadly justified. Sir Louis
ul11 Cavagnan, whose diplomatic tact had done so much to smooth the
negotiations at Gandamak, accepted the mission to Kabul. Taking
with him only a small escort, he reached the capital in July. In
September he and all his comrades were murdered by the Amir's
mutinous soldiery. The news reached Simla on September 4th, and
two days later Roberts left to take command of the Kabul Field
Force. Stewart's army had hardly left Kandahar, which was at
once reoccupied. Roberts and his little force reached Kabul early
in October. Yakub promptly abdicated and was deported to India.
Efforts were made to discover Cavagnan's murderers, and the city
and district around it were placed under martial law. Roberts
found Kabul " much more Russian than English, the officers arrayed
in uniforms of Russian pattern, Russian money in the treasury, and
Russian wares in the Bazaars ", Before he left he brought to light
much evidence as to Russian designs in Afghanistan, and he placed
it on formal record that in his opinion the recent rupture with Sher
Ali had " been the means of unmasking and checking a very serious
conspiracy against the peace and security of our Indian Empire 'J.a
Meanwhile his own position m Kabul was far from secure. Again
and again he had to beat off the tribesmen, and not until the end of
December did reinforcements reach him from India. Early m May,
1880, Stewart and his division, after a successful engagement at
Ahmed Khel, near Ghaznf, joined him at Kabul,
Before this, an important political decision had been arrived at.
To retain Afghanistan was out of the question. How could it best
be made to contribute to the tranquillity of the Northern frontier of
India ? There were only two alternatives. To erect Afghanistan
into a strong, united, and friendly buffer State ; or to break it up
and so render it impotent for mischief. Could the friendship of the
tribesmen or of their ruler be really assured, the former was the
obvious policy. But the tribesmen were hostile, and a ruler was
still to seek. Lord Lytton decided therefore on the policy of dis-
integration. Kandahar or Western Afghanistan was promised to
1 ii, 177.
*Cf. despatch dated November 22nd, 1879, pnnted in Forty-one Years,
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